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Lt. Governor Timothy Murray spent the afternoon of February 27 discussing a grant that will be used
beginning this spring to create a regional, coordinated effort for dealing with homelessness on Cape Cod
and the islands.

Murray was joined by Bob Pulster, executive director of the Massachusetts Interagency Council on
Housing and Homelessness, which awarded $765,000 to the Leadership Council to End Homelessness
on Cape Cod and the Islands. Housing Assistance Corporation is the convening agency for the grant.

Preceding a press conference on the grant, Murray and Pulster met with the executive committee of
the Leadership Council and with representatives of state agencies that will play critical roles in the
solutions that are being developed locally, including the state departments of Housing and Community
Development, Transitional Assistance, Public Health and others. Rick Presbrey, President/CEO of
HAC, offered a brief presentation on how the funds will be used.

Both Murray and Pulster commended the Leadership Council for its cooperation and collaboration on
issues pertaining to homelessness and encouraged the group to continue to work together on reducing
the number of people in shelter and facing homelessness. Murray’s grasp of the problem of homelessness
was clear as he spoke of his days working as a housing search specialist while in law school.
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Lt. Gov. Visits To Discuss Homelessness

Lieberman wins Presbrey Public Service Award
Sweeney, Farley Also Honored at Annual Meeting
Rabbi Elias J. Lieberman of the Falmouth Jewish
Congregation was honored along with longtime volunteer
Mary Farley and HAC Vice President of Administration
and Finance Michael Sweeney during the 34 th  annual
meeting of Housing Assistance Corporation on March 4.

Lieberman was presented the annual Presbrey Public
Service Award for his social justice activism and his many
contributions to the Cape community in support of equality
and nondiscrimination. The award was presented by last
year’s recipient, David Willard of Cape Cod Five Cents
Savings Bank.

 The award was first given by the Board to HAC founder
and CEO/President Rick Presbrey for the breadth and
depth of his work in community service and has since been
awarded to others who are similarly dedicated, including
 among them Willard, Michael Princi, Paul and Carolyn

Rabbi Elias J. Lieberman receives the Presbrey Public
Service Award from Dave Willard at  the Annual
Meeting.
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HAC to Conduct Lottery
for Cotuit Meadows Homes
Housing Assistance Corporation will conduct a spring
lottery for three new affordable three-bedroom homes in
Cotuit Meadows at 9999 Falmouth Road on the
Barnstable-Mashpee line.  The price for each home is
$160,000.

To be eligible to enter
the lottery, applicants
must not have owned
a home in the past
three years, have a
household income of
no  more  than 80
percent of Barnstable
County’s area media
income according to
family size, and be

preapproved for a mortgage for the full purchase price.

Lottery applications are available at Barnstable Town
Hall, Barnstable Public Libraries, and HAC’s office at
460 West Main Street, Hyannis.  Complete applications
must be submitted to HAC’s main office no later than  5
p.m. on Friday, April 10.  For more information or to
request an application, please call Karen Davis at 508-
771-5400, ext 282 or e-mail ccre@haconcapecod.org.

Lombard Farm Ribbon-
Cutting Set for March 26

Mark your calendars for the ribbon-cutting and
community room dedication at Lombard Farm on

Thursday, March 26.  Lombard
Farm is  par t  o f  West
Barnstable Communities, one
of HAC’s latest rental housing
developments.  It comprises 12
one-bedroom a f fo rdab le
apartments for individuals and
couples age 55 and over, with
incomes of 60 percent or below
the area median income.

Festivities will begin with a
ribbon-cutting at 2 p.m.  The event is open to the
public.  Lombard Farm is located on Route 149.  For
rental information, please call 508-778-7537, ext. 115,,
or e-mail apartmentinfo@haconcapecod.org.

Annual Meeting - continued from pg. 1

Last month’s HAC beat misspelled the name of the
recent graduate from HAC’s Family Self-Sufficiency
Program.  Her name is Eleanor Jackson.

CORRECTION

Hebert, Mary LeClair, Gwen Pelletier and Bob Murray.

Rabbi Lieberman has been a longtime passionate supporter of affordable housing and services to the homeless.
But he is equally engaged in many other social justice issues, including poverty, HIV/AIDS education and gay
rights. He is also an inaugural member of the Barnstable County Human Rights Commission.

In accepting the award, Rabbi Lieberman spoke of the Jewish holiday,  Sukkot, which calls upon people to construct
and live in simple, temporary structures to commemorate how the Jews lived in temporary dwellings for 40 years
after leaving Egypt. This holy day always falls around the time of HAC’s annual Walk and, he said, is a reminder
of the importance of stable housing in all our lives.

HAC also honored Mary Farley of Centerville who, through her efforts with the Boston College Alumni Club and
parishioners of Our Lady of Victory Church, has raised more than $195,000 for the agency’s Walk to End
Homelessness.  In receiving the award, Farley talked about raising six children, the challenge that presents, and
the realization that so many people are not so fortunate to have the means and support necessary to provide a safe
and stable home for their families.

Presbrey presented the first TBOTB – The Best of the Best Award – to Michael Sweeney, who since 1981 has worked
tirelessly behind the scenes to support the mission of the agency. Sweeney truly worked his way up the ranks, from
working in the agency’s weatherization department to serving today as vice president of administration and
finance.

Board Chairman Jack Delaney  recognized the team of Brown Lindquist Fenuccio & Raber Architects, The Valle
Group of Falmouth, and HAC’s development department for The Homestead development in Sandwich. The
Homesteads was recently named “Best Affordable Home” in the U.S. by the National Association of Home Builders
and Builder  magazine.

Lombard Farm

Ribbon-Cutting

Thursday, March 26

2 p.m.

Route 149

West Barnstable



by Rick Presbrey

Editorial
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COMINGS AND GOINGS

New Faces

Michael Sartori , Administrative Assistant, Energy and
Home Repair Department

Renee Roberts , Private Grant Writer, Resource
Development Department

Friends Who Recently Left HAC

Kristen Mills , Housing Services Department

Robert Gagnon , Leased Housing Department

Helping Others

Let’s roll.

These are the last words that we heard before the passengers tried to overtake the terrorists
on Flight 93.

Horrifying.

The passengers succeeded in their mission – saving others – but all their lives were lost. As they made their
own personal decision to make the ultimate sacrifice, the passengers of Flight 93 had no room for reason or
time to consider the issues of everyday life. They made and agreed on as a group a quick decision much more
difficult that any of us, we hope, will ever have to make.

Giving up your life for another. Is it a sacrifice or a privilege? Will you - will I - if the occasion arises?

In recent months, I’ve read or heard about employees giving up pay raises and taking pay reductions to save
the jobs of others. While not in the same category as giving up one’s life, those are selfless acts that can have
significant consequences. The employees of HAC made that kind of sacrifice in 1992 and, by doing so, were
able to keep the agency intact and continue providing people most in need with the services they required
to get or remain housed. In hindsight, it was one of the best things we ever did and, since it was supported
by staff, one of my proudest moments at HAC.

Sacrifice for others. Helping others. Empathy.

I think that is the very core of what we believe and what we do at HAC. I look into the eyes every day of the
people I love and respect in the halls of our agency and I see what they are doing, what they believe and the
sacrifices they make in spite of the struggles each has in their own lives.  Although the agency is facing
budget cuts and an increased need for services, I don’t anticipate that staff will be faced with making that
kind of decision again, but I know that they believe, as I do, that magic occurs when one person helps another.

It is a beautiful thing. It keeps me going.

 He remembered working with a young single mother who
was doing everything she could to provide for herself and
her children, but whose future, at the time, looked bleak.
After his election, Murray heard back from the woman.
Because of a Section 8 rental voucher and other support
she received, the woman was able to eventually stabilize
her finances, secure a decent job and raise healthy children
who were able to get into college and break the cycle of
poverty.

The primary innovations identified in the grant are a 24-
hour phone triage system and a coordinated case
management council. The innovations will be overseen by
a director, which the Leadership Council hopes to hire
before the end of March. The grant also calls for the hiring
of an outreach worker to focus solely on the Main Street
area of Hyannis, which is struggling with disruptive
behavior by individuals described as “street people” by area
neighbors and businesses.

Lt.Governor - continued from pg. 1

HACHACHACHACHAC beatbeatbeatbeatbeat



HAC Team to Run Marathon
Pre-race fundraiser on April 9

For the second year,  Housing
Assistance Corporation wil l  be
represented in the Boston Marathon
by veteran runners Virginia Ryan
and Pete Stringer.  They are running
to raise money for the NOAH
Center’s Work Incentive 24 Program,
which offers a range of services to
help shelter clients receive the
support and training that they need
to live independently.  Last year the
two raised more than $35,000.

Ryan, who is assistant to the CEO at
HAC, ran the Marathon for the first
time last year after training for long-
distance running under the direction
of Stringer.  She said that she was
motivated by the people she’s met at
NOAH who have striven to overcome
homelessness.  "I run to remind
myself how excruciatingly difficult

it is for  people to pull themselves out of homelessness," said Ryan.

While Ryan and Stringer do the arduous work of training for and
running in the 26-mile event on April 20, the community can
support their determination with contributions on their behalf.

HAC will sponsor a pre-race fundraiser at Tommy Doyle’s Irish
Pub & Restaurant on April 9, from 5 to 9 p.m.  There will be live
entertainment by the bands Two Cool and Bill Lord, complimentary
hors d’oeuvres and a silent auction for various items, including
Cape Air and Red Sox tickets.
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   • AdmissionAdmissionAdmissionAdmissionAdmission: $30$30$30$30$30

• Complimentary hors d’oeuvresComplimentary hors d’oeuvresComplimentary hors d’oeuvresComplimentary hors d’oeuvresComplimentary hors d’oeuvres

• Silent AuctionSilent AuctionSilent AuctionSilent AuctionSilent Auction

•  Live Entertainment by  Live Entertainment by  Live Entertainment by  Live Entertainment by  Live Entertainment by: TwoTwoTwoTwoTwo
Cool Cool Cool Cool Cool andandandandand Bill Lord Bill Lord Bill Lord Bill Lord Bill Lord

Join us for this fundraising event
in support of the

Housing Assistance Corporation
team, who will be running in the
Boston  Marathon on Patriots Day,

to raise money for
Cape Cod's homeless.

Unable to attend?
Make an online donation at

www.haconcapecod.org.
Click “Support HAC Boston

Marathon Team.”

Join us for aJoin us for aJoin us for aJoin us for aJoin us for a
Pre-marathon PartyPre-marathon PartyPre-marathon PartyPre-marathon PartyPre-marathon Party

Thursday, April 9Thursday, April 9Thursday, April 9Thursday, April 9Thursday, April 9
5 to 9 pm5 to 9 pm5 to 9 pm5 to 9 pm5 to 9 pm

Tommy Doyle’s Irish PubTommy Doyle’s Irish PubTommy Doyle’s Irish PubTommy Doyle’s Irish PubTommy Doyle’s Irish Pub
& Restaurant& Restaurant& Restaurant& Restaurant& Restaurant

334 Main Street, Hyannis, MA334 Main Street, Hyannis, MA334 Main Street, Hyannis, MA334 Main Street, Hyannis, MA334 Main Street, Hyannis, MA

Abrams Lauds  Shift toward Green Building at  Annual Meeting
Expressing optimism about the potential of green technology and affordable housing as a
catalyst for healthy community development, John Abrams, cofounder and chief executive
officer of South Mountain Company, told attendees at Housing Assistance Corporation’s
annual meeting that he believes the chemistry of the culture is changing.

“The new economy has to be less about buying as much as we can and more about satisfying
human beings as elegantly and effectively as we can,” he said.  “Development doesn’t have
to be an ugly word – it’s invention.  There’s nothing to keep us from thinking differently.
I look around me and see wonderful new ideas; a mosaic of new approaches is emerging.”

Abrams is one of three original owners of the employee-owned design/build and renewable
energy company on Martha’s Vineyard, which was founded in 1975.  South Mountain
Company recently completed the first LEED platinum single-family affordable housing

project in the United States.  Abrams described HAC CEO Rick Presbrey as a “cathedral builder,” that is, someone
who has built something meaningful that will outlast him.
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Pete St r inger  running last
year's marathon.

John Abrams
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From the Resource Development Department

Shaw’s Receipt Rewards
Program Now Online

The newly  renamed Shaw’s
Community Rewards Program is
now administered online through
a dedicated Web site.  Register
soon so that Housing Assistance
Corporation continues to benefit
from the program, which donates
one percent of eligible grocery

purchases to HAC.  The program, formerly called Shaw’s
Receipt Rewards, no longer accepts paper receipts.

Shaw’s and Star Market shoppers can sign up online at
www.albertsons.com/cp/shaws.

• Login with your Rewards card and phone number

• Enter HAC’s Rewards number, 49001018236

HAC will receive automatically
one percent  o f  e l ig ib le
purchases  on  Tuesdays ,
Wednesdays and Thursdays.

Since HAC enrolled in the
program in 2007, $1,539,000
in  rece ip ts  have been
submitted (which translates to

$15,390 for HAC).  In the last week of the paper program
alone, local businesses, religious organizations and
concerned individuals rallied and submitted $98,000 in
receipts.  While there is concern that it will take some
time for the online program to reach the same
momentum, we know that if we get everyone who was
participating before to sign up we could still raise a
significant amount of money.  In the beginning, HAC
development staff never expected the program to take off
the way it did and are hopeful it will continue.

Special thanks to the volunteers who have been collecting receipts
from their churches, businesses, neighbors, family and friends.  We
would also like to thank Margaret Gilmore, David Nickerson, Haley
Mitchell, Grace Pedersen, Meghan Devito, and Sheila Wring who
have been helping organize, tally, and submit the receipts.

We urge all HACbeat readers to go online and register.  We will keep
you posted on how we do.  For information or questions about the new
procedure, please call Margaret Benaka at 508-771-5400 or e-mail
mbenaka@haconcapecod.org. If you do not have access to a computer
please call Margaret and she will enroll you in the online program.

Two days' worth of collected receipts.

The Starfish
A young boy was picking starfish off a beach and tossing
them back into the sea. An old man walking along the shore
approached him and asked, “The beach is long and there are
thousands of starfish. You can’t think that what you are doing
could possibly make a difference?” The boy picked up
another starfish and tossed it out into the waves. “It makes a
difference to this one,” he said.

Resource Development Department Staff

Marjorie Sanson, Director
508-771-5400 ext. 274
msanson@haconcapecod.org

Margaret Benaka
508-771-5400 ext. 272
mbenaka@haconcapecod.org

Rick Brigham
508-771-5400 ext. 279 or 508-364-7590
rbrigham@haconcapecod.org

Deanna Bussiere
508-771-5400 ext. 270
dbussiere@haconcapecod.org

Marianne Williams
508-771-5400 ext. 275
mwilliams@haconcapecod.org

HAC Giving Societies
Visionary Society ...................... $10,000 or more
Lighthouse Society .................. $5,000 - $9,999
Schooner Society .....................  $2,500-$4,999
Oyster Society ...........................  $1,000-$2,499
Beach Glass Society ................  $500-$999
Beetle Cat Society .................... $250-$499
Starfish Society ......................... All donors

In the last week of

the paper program

alone,  $98,000 in

receipts were

submitted.
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Deadline for articles to be published in the next
HACbeat  Friday, March 20 - by noon.

Articles may be e-mailed to vryan@haconcapecod.org
For more information call 508-771-5400.

2009 Events2009 Events2009 Events2009 Events2009 Events

For a complete list of upcoming events please visit
www.haconcapecod.org.

Spring 2009Spring 2009Spring 2009Spring 2009Spring 2009

Running for Cape Cod's Homeless
Tommy Doyle’s Pub, 334 Main St., Hyannis, April 9, 2009,
5 to 9 p.m.  More info: Deanna Bussiere 508-771-5400, ext.
270;  or dbussiere@haconcapecod.org

October 4October 4October 4October 4October 4
24th Annual Cape Walk to End Homelessness
Join hundreds of Cape Codders to raise money and
awareness for the homeless on Cape Cod.  The five
mile walk takes place in three different locations:
Falmouth, Hyannis and Orleans.  For details visit
www.capewalk.org.

December 16December 16December 16December 16December 16
6th Annual NOAH Telethon
5 until 9 p.m., cable access channels from Bourne to
Provincetown. For more information, call Rick at 508-
771-5400, ext. 279.


