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AmeriCorps Gives Shelter Extr eme Makeover

Continued on pg.5

The first volunteer showed up at 7:30 on the morning of
Martin Luther King Day, armed with a toolbox and a
bucket of spackle, ready to get started on an extreme
makeover at The Village at Cataumet, HAC’s family shelter
in Bourne.

The volunteer, Frank Lord, had actually been by the
previous Friday, spending some time with the AmeriCorps
kids, who had organized the project in response to the call
from now-President Barack Obama to honor Dr. King with
a national day of service.

In the end, more than 220 people worked on the extreme
makeover, giving the family units and living spaces at The
Village a much-needed facelift.

Volunteers sew on Martin Luther King Day.

The Homesteads, a new housing community consisting of 16 single-family homes  in Sandwich, was
recently honored by the National Association of Homebuilders and Builder Magazine as the 2008 Best
Affordable Home in its annual Best in American Living Awards.

The Homesteads was designed by Brown Lindquist Fenuccio & Raber Architects, Inc. of Yarmouthport,
and built by The Valle Group of Falmouth for Housing Assistance Corporation. The community was
developed on a 16-acre parcel donated to HAC by Ben and Lucile Fleet of Sandwich for affordable housing.
About two-thirds of the land is designated as open space.  “When you drive into the neighborhood, you see
homes and yards that are beautiful by any standard, not just homes and yards that are beautiful for an
affordable project,” said Rick Presbrey,President/CEO of Housing Assistance Corporation.

Christian Valle, president of The Valle Group,  said, “Building this extraordinary community and being
able to create homes in the affordable price range was extremely satisfying.”

Architect  Rick Fenuccio said  “Designing and constructing the Homesteads was a truly collaborative effort.
HAC also laid out a clear vision for the type of site and homes which they wanted to develop. Our firm was
given the opportunity and encouragement to think about these homes as unique and custom designed while
meeting the need for affordability, and The Valle Group responded with a high level of construction
quality.”

The Homesteads was subsidized by over $1 million in public funding and 16 homes, ranging from $150,000
to $225,000, were sold by lottery to low- and moderate-income first-time homebuyers.

The Homesteads Wins National Award
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Visit   haconcapecod.org
Find out about upcoming workshops and
lotteries.  Learn about HAC programs,
find rental listings, see how we are
making news, donate online, and see a
listing of upcoming events.  You are just
a click away!

HAC Launches 2009
Workshop Program
Housing Assistance Corporation kicked off its ambitious
2009 Workshop Program in January with the first in
i ts series of First-Time Homebuyer Education
Workshops.  More than 40 prospective homeowners,
representing 27 households, enrolled in the four-part
Tuesday evening course.

The curriculum covered in depth the numerous,
complicated steps in the homebuying process, including
building a good credit history; working with lenders,
real estate brokers, attorneys and home inspectors; and
mortgage programs.

Workshops are highly interactive and participants
learn from the questions that others ask, as well as
from the professional instructors.  Among the concerns
that prospective homebuyers raised for discussion last
month included the difference between mortgage pre-
qualification and preapproval, what a house seller is
legally required to disclose about the property, what
closing costs cover and the meaning of a homestead
declaration.

“This class offers valuable information that sets up a
prospective homeowner to be a successful homeowner,”
said Cheryl Kramer, HAC’s Housing Consumer
Education Center program coordinator.  “We see very
few class graduates return for assistance in the mortgage
foreclosure prevention program.  This means that the
graduates are making sure that they are on solid
ground and working with reliable lenders and
professionals in purchasing their homes.”

Graduates receive a certificate that they can present to
lenders when applying for a mortgage as a first-time
homebuyer.  The Homebuyer Education Workshop will
be repeated throughout the year, beginning again in
March.  Other HAC workshops this year will address
homeowner safety, credit rebuilding, budgeting and
investing.  For a complete description and schedule,
v is i t  haconcapecod.org and cl ick on “Housing
Education.”

2009 Offers New
Energy Tax Credits
Homeowners can take advantage of new tax credits of
up to $500 for the purchase and installation of energy-
efficient products in 2009.  The tax credits are available
under the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of
2008.

A variety of qualifying products are eligible purchases,
including insulation, exterior doors and windows, roofs,
central air conditioning, heat pumps, water heaters,
furnaces and boilers.  Some products must be Energy
Star qualified.  Details are available from the Alliance
to Save Energy at www.ase.org/taxcredits.

The Leased Housing Department is pleased to offer
a monthly showing of an “Owner Briefing” video
for landlords participating in the Housing
Cho ice  Voucher  Program and those
interested in doing so.

This presentation discusses what landlords can
expect when renting to a household with a Section
8 Housing Choice Voucher.

The video lasts 20 minutes with the opportunity
for questions afterwards.

All showings are scheduled for 2 pm  at 460 West
Main Street, Hyannis.

2009 dates:
• Thursday, March 12
• Thursday, April 9
• Thursday, May 14
• Thursday, June 11
• Thursday, July 9
• Thursday August 13
• Thursday, September 10
• Thursday, October 8
• Thursday, November 12

If you are interested, but unable to view the video
during scheduled times, please contact Cindi to
schedule an alternate time and date at 508.771.5400,
ext. 238 or cmaule@haconcapecod.org.

(Viewing of this video is not required.)

Landlord Briefing Now Available
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Editorial

Acronyms have always been an everyday part of the language in this business. There are
hundreds of them and new ones are added almost daily and old ones never quite disappear.
Sometimes they include numbers, too, and in those cases I have no idea if there is an
English word for what they are called. 221D-3 is such an example.  Anyone know what
that stands for?

ICHH stands for the Interagency Council on Housing and Homelessness, a Massachusetts group, which
brings together state officials to work in common to solve the problem of homelessness in the state.  Solving
homelessness is a major priority of Gov. Patrick.

Recently HAC was awarded an 18 – month grant of $765,000 to act as the lead agency to coordinate our
response to homelessness across the Cape and islands region.  Our coordinating committee is called The
Leadership Council To End Homelessness which comprises the service organizations, local and county
officials, businesses, religious groups and others that serve, in one way or another, this population.

The council’s executive committee is working on how the money can best be used to help reduce
homelessness on the Cape and islands.  It has also established a special subcommittee looking specifically
at the problem of homelessness in downtown Hyannis.

Meeting attendance has often been over 40 people, including representatives from the Town of Barnstable,
the police department, the Civic Association, the Business Improvement District, the Hyannis Chamber,
the county, individuals, and lots of public and nonprofit services representatives.

The subcommittee’s goal – our  goal - is to devise and implement a plan that will focus on the individuals
who, for myriad complicated reasons, are now unwilling or unable to avail themselves of help and end up
disrupting the quality of life in the Main Street area.

In my 35 years at HAC, this is the only time that so many have gotten together with such a commitment
to solve this particular problem. And although there has been some contentiousness, there has also been lots
of good will combined with the best of intentions. I have high hopes for success.

                                                                 by Rick Presbrey
Acronym holds key to new coordinated effort

John Abrams of The South Mountain Company of
Martha’s Vineyard will be the keynote speaker at HAC's
annual meeting on March 4.

Abrams is president of South Mountain Company, “an
employee-owned, resource conscious design/build firm”
that he founded in 1975.  He is one of three original
owners and led the firm in becoming employee owned
in 1987.  He is also the author of the book, The
Company We Keep: Reinventing Business for People,
Community, and Place.

Although South Mountain Company became known for
designing and building beautiful, sustainable high-end
homes on the Vineyard, it has in recent years delved
into the affordable housing arena, taking a leadership
role on the island in creating homes that are not only
beautiful and sustainable, but also affordable. Abrams
is an advocate for green, affordable housing.

John Abrams to speak at annual meetingPLEASE JOIN US

Celebrate HAC's
34th Annual Meeting

Guest Speaker:  John Abrams

Wednesday, March 4, 2009
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

St. George's Greek Orthodox Church

Rte. 28, Centerville

 $20 (Includes refreshments and membership.)

Call 508-771-5400 to make a

reservation or for more info



Page 4 HACHACHACHACHAC beatbeatbeatbeatbeat

Construction of Housing Assistance Corporation’s
affordable residential developments in Bourne and West
Barnstable is progressing on schedule.  Together these
developments will add 68 affordable apartments to the
Cape housing market, starting this spring.

At Residences at Canal Bluffs, exterior framing of all
three floors of the 28-unit apartment building is complete
and interior framing has begun. Roof trusses and under-
ground utilities are
installed, and the
road has been paved.
The apartments are
scheduled for com-
pletion in June.

West  Barnstab le
Communities is a
two-part development comprising 28 units of family
housing and 12 units for individuals and couples age 55
and over.

The family units, called Kimber Woods, consist of 10
three-bedroom and 18 two-bedroom apartments in seven

buildings near
the YMCA on
Route 132. Win-
dows and siding
are complete on
al l  bui ld ings ,
and all building
exter iors except
one have been
painted.   Insula-
tion and inside

painting are under way, and the driveway is paved.
Completion is scheduled for mid-June.

Lombard Farm features 12 one-bedroom apartments.
The building’s shell is complete and painted.  Insulation
and electricity is installed, and most interior painting is
complete. Kitchen and
bath  cab ine t ry  i s
being installed.  The
driveway and parking
lot is paved.  The project
i s  schedu led  fo r
completion in May .

Res idents  o f  the
developments must have incomes of 60 percent or below
the area median income.  For rental information on all
projects, please call 508-778-7535, ext.115, or e-mail
apartmentinfo@haconcapecod.org.

After five years on a path to financial independence,
Eleanor Jackson graduated from the Family Self
Sufficiency Program last month with a check for
$10,000 that she earned through her determination
and discipline.

The FSS (Family Self Sufficiency) program is a federal
savings incentive program for low-income families
who have Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers.  Under
the program, which is underwritten by the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development,
participants agree to find and maintain employment,
and to become financially self-sufficient.  In return, an
interest-earning escrow bank account is set up for
them.  As their income increases over time, the
monthly deposit to their account increases as well.
The accumulated savings belong to the participant at
the successful completion of the program.

“I think it’s the best program that ever existed.  I hope
it gives other women in my shoes some inspiration,”
Jackson said.

Jackson enrolled in the FSS program  in 2003.  Among
the personal goals that she listed in her contract was
to prepare for home ownership.  Jackson completed
HAC’s Financial Literacy, Credit Repair and First-
Time Homebuyer workshops.  She also trained as a
home health aide at the Upper Cape Regional Technical
School and received counseling in job search and
parenting skills from HAC.

Jackson, who has three daughters between ages three
and 13, now works at two part-time jobs, as a certified
nurse's aide and as a historical interpreter at Plimouth
Plantation.  She was jubilant at her graduation
ceremony at HAC’s main office.

 “I can’t say how much I appreciate everyone’s help
here,” she said.  “Without you, I wouldn’t have had the
strength to continue.”

More than 70 participants have graduated from the
HAC-administered Family Self Sufficiency Program
since it began in 1998.  There are about 30 families
currently enrolled.  To apply, please contact Jan
Nelson, HAC’s FSS case manager, at 508-771-5400,
ext. 244, or by e-mail at jnelson@haconcapecod.org.

Kimber Woods, West Barnstable

Residences at Canal Bluffs, Bourne

New Housing Developments
Set for Spring Debut

Lombard Farm, West Barnstable

FSS Graduate: From
Subsidy to Self-Sufficiency
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Americorps volunteers arrive at at The
Village at Cataumet.

Participants included Girls Scout and Boy Scouts, a fatherbrought along by
his daughter, two sons brought by their mom, a pair of women who had been
college activists in 1963, doctors, teachers, carpenters, business owners,
members of the armed forces, individual students, youth groups, men’s and
women’s clubs, and many, many more.

Volunteers cleaned, painted, and repaired every one of the 17 family units
at the shelter, a former hotel; scrubbed the common areas; built interior
shelves and outside park benches; and sewed cheery window treatments for
every window on the property. Kids spending the day at the Boys and Girls
Club of Cape Cod created a mural for the Village’s community room.

Most of the supplies were donated, including all the paint and painting
supplies by the Valle Group, or were purchased with grants from AmeriCorps or Barnstable County. Other notable
donations were CFL lightbulbs from Cape Light Compact, mattresses from Mattress World and Taylor Rental.

“The value contributed on Martin Luther King Day is immeasurable,” said
Rick Presbrey, President/CEO of HAC.  “We certainly didn’t have it in our
budget to even pay for the supplies that were used. But the sheer numbers
that gathered that day made it possible to do renovations and improvements
that would have taken months if we had to hire a small crew. The impact of
the work of the volunteers will improve the quality of life of our residents for
many years to come.”

The service day was supported by a $7,371 grant from the Massachusetts
Service Alliance (MSA) and $2,000 in matching funds from Barnstable
County.

Many thanks to the following businesses and organizations that supported
this day of service with supplies for the project and refreshments for the
volunteers: Austin’s, Inc., Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod, Cape Cod Bagel,
Cape Light Compact, First United Methodist Church in Cataumet, Mashpee
Starbucks, Mattress World in  Hyannis, Nick’s House of Pizza, Primetime
House of Pizza, Taylor Rental, Trader Joe’s,  and The Valle Group of Falmouth.

AmeriCorps - Continued from page 1

Bank of America Supports Homeless Services
The Bank of America has awarded Housing Assistance Corporation $25,000 to support its services to people
who are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless.

The grant was given as a request to help leverage funds awarded to HAC as the convening agency for funds
to be used to establish a regional network focused on reducing homelessness. Those funds will be distributed
by the Leadership Council to End Homelessness on Cape Cod and the Islands.

 Specifically, the regional network will coordinate all existing services in Barnstable, Dukes, and Nantucket
counties that support homelessness programs to significantly shrink shelter populations and serve at-risk
households through four initiatives: prevention of homelessness, diversion from shelter entry, rapid
rehousing of shelter guests, and stabilization services.

The infrastructure for this program already exists on the Cape and islands, represented by service providers
in all aspects of housing, mental health, child care, employment and training services, and advocacy. As the
convener of this program, HAC will use the $25,000 to build on this infrastructure the actual means to bring
people into housing.

Volunteers cut recycled wood to create
benches for outside areas at The Village.
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Board Member Shares Inauguration Expericence
by Kate Singletary

Yes, I did go to the Inauguration…and it was spectacular!

Here’s my Top 10:

10. Witnessing a peaceful transfer of power, first with the inauguration, then watching former
President Bush circle the mall in his helicopter and depart.

 9. Meeting the gentleman who had traveled from the Congo, the woman reporter from
Denmark, the monk from Northern Ireland—all who came at their own expense just to
witness President Obama's inauguration and witnessing their excitement and hope.

 8. Walking almost 15 miles around the city on Inauguration Day just wanting to see
everything and hugging everyone in

sight.

 7. Our train trip down to Washington that started with a few of us heading to DC.  At every stop we picked up more people
and everyone started singing, cheering as the conductors announced each stop as the next one on the Obama Express
Two (we took same route as Obama and Biden took the day before).

6. Spending some time with an elderly African-American group on the trip home and listening to their stories of being part
of the civil rights movement.

 5. Participating in National Day of Service at RFK Stadium with Gov. Patrick and the Massachusetts delegation and
boxing up packages for the troops—by the end of the day, all the volunteers finished 75,000 of them.

 4. Talking with the lady at the Providence train station who was going to DC to meet up with her friend, a member of the
Little Rock 9 who was to be an honored guest  celebrating 50 years since Little Rock High School desegregation and
listening  to her recount their shared experiences with Southern justice in the 60’s. It was  this woman who made me
truly understand what President Obama's inauguration meant to African-Americans.

 3. Walking down the middle of Independence Avenue during the inaugural address  listening
to President Obama's voice reverberate through the city and watching  the rapt attention
of the crowd.

 2. The relief, joy and hope we felt as President Obama's took the oath.

 1. Being there.

No matter what your political leanings, here’s to better days ahead.

An easy way to support HAC is to use goodsearch.com. This web site is a search engine, similar to Google, and
you can raise money for HAC every time you use it.

All you have to do is go to www.goodsearch.com, choose Housing Assistance Corporation in the “Who do you
Goodsearch for?” and then every time you use it, HAC receives one cent from their sponsors.

If 100 people use it twice a day for a year, we would receive over $700, so tell your
friends! You can download their toolbar, add them as a home page or send an email
to your friends telling them about it.  It’s very simple.

Support HAC while Searching the Web

Kate Singletary is the Co-coordinator of Cape and Islanders for Barack Obama,
and a delegate representing Massachusetts at the Democratic National Convention.
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From the Resource Development Department

The Starfish
A young boy was picking starfish off a beach and tossing them
back into the sea. An old man walking along the shore
approached him and asked, “The beach is long and there are
thousands of starfish. You can’t think that what you are doing
could possibly make a difference?” The boy picked up another
starfish and tossed it out into the waves. “It makes a difference
to this one,” he said.

Resource Development Department Staff

Marjorie Sanson, Director
508-771-5400 ext. 274
msanson@haconcapecod.org

Margaret Benaka
508-771-5400 ext. 272
mbenaka@haconcapecod.org

Rick Brigham
508-771-5400 ext. 279 or 508-364-7590
rbrigham@haconcapecod.org

Deanna Bussiere
508-771-5400 ext. 270
dbussiere@haconcapecod.org

Marianne Williams
508-771-5400 ext. 275
mwilliams@haconcapecod.org

HAC Giving Societies
Visionary Society ......................  $10,000 or more
Lighthouse Society ..................  $5,000 - $9,999
Schooner Society .....................  $2,500-$4,999
Oyster Society ...........................  $1,000-$2,499
Beach Glass Society ................  $500-$999
Beetle Cat Society ....................  $250-$499
Starfish Society .........................  All donors

We’re on a roll in the New Year now and planning our
2009 events. If you’re a volunteer at the annual Walk

or Telethon, look for us to contact
you earlier this year as we aim to get
a head start on these key initiatives.
One event, Opening Doors for Cape
Codders, our annual house parties,
will be held in late spring. Last year
we initiated this event with more
than a dozen parties across Cape
Cod. The purpose is to find new
friends for the agency who can
support us by spreading the word
about our work, volunteering in our

programs, or making financial donations. If you are
interested in hosting a house party this year, please
contact Deanna at ext. 270.

It won’t be long before runners take their marks at the
Boston Marathon. Again this year Pete Stringer is
heading up a team of runners who are dedicating their
run to Housing Assistance Corporation and are raising
funds for agency programs. The training for the
marathon is long and arduous, and we thank Pete and
his team for all they do to raise awareness of the needs
of homeless neighbors. Stay tuned for more information
as race day nears.

As you plan your financial future with your investment
counselor, or when you discuss the disposition of your
estate with your children, or when you are simply
thinking about your personal legacy, please consider a
bequest to Housing Assistance Corporation. Our
Planned Giving Society members have laid a solid
foundation for HAC’s future by naming the agency as
a beneficiary in their wills. More and more we
understand the need to plan for HAC’s future financial
health. A bequest is a way to help the good work of HAC
continue for years to come. If you would like to discuss
a bequest for HAC, please contact Marjorie at ext. 274.

What Could Be Easier?
$1.4 Million in Receipts submitted

An easy way to donate to HAC’s programs is to collect your
register receipts from Shaw’s/Star Markets. HAC is enrolled
in the Shaw’s Receipt Rewards program, in which the store
donates 1% of the eligible purchases’ value to HAC. Since
HAC started collecting receipts in April 2007 almost $1.4
million in receipts has been submitted. That translates to
$14,000 for HAC’s programs. Many local churches are
collecting receipts, or you can mail them to Margaret
Benaka at HAC, 460 West Main Street, Hyannis, 02601. Or
drop them off at one of the listed locations.

Receipt Drop-Off Locations

Cape Cod Cooperative Bank all branches
including the Operations Center

Falmouth Service Center
611 Gifford St., Falmouth

Falmouth Shaw’s
(at the Falmouth Service Center food dropoff)

Smith’s Time Shop
467 Route 28, West Dennis

All HAC facilities
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2009 Events2009 Events2009 Events2009 Events2009 Events

For a complete list of upcoming events please visit
www.haconcapecod.org.

SPRING 2009SPRING 2009SPRING 2009SPRING 2009SPRING 2009
2nd Annual Opening Doors for Cape Codders
Cape Codders will open their home to family and
friends to spread the word and raise money for Housing
Assistance Corporation.  For details or to host a party
contact Marjorie at 508-771-5400, ext.  274, or
msanson@haconcapecod.org.

October 4October 4October 4October 4October 4
24th Annual Cape Walk to End Homelessness
Join hundreds of Cape Codders to raise money and
awareness for the homeless on Cape Cod.  The five
mile walk takes place in three different locations:
Falmouth, Hyannis and Orleans.  For details visit
www.capewalk.org.

December 16December 16December 16December 16December 16
6th Annual NOAH Telethon
5 p.m. until 9 p.m., cable access channels 10 and 17
from Bourne to Provincetown. For more information,
call Rick at  508-364-7590 or 508-771-5400, ext. 279.


